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Observations Metiorologiques sur les Pluies Gdndrales et les Tempetes. 
Nouvelle Edition par Gaston Fdral. Montauban, i8g6. 
In this pamphlet M. F6ral describes an electro-magnetic phe- 
nomenon observed under the following conditions: 

On the loth of June, 1893, at the village of Puicelcy, arrondissement of Gaillac, 
we saw in clear weather at six o'clock in the evening, clouds rising on the horizon to 
the northeast, greenish yellow in their upper part and of a clear, bright red below-. 
They showed themselves at first in circles on the same horizontal line, filling a broad 
space and rising not quite half the distance to the zenith. Then the circles disap- 
peared and with them the colour of the upper part, and the clouds took a shape 
resembling a broad horizontal band coloured more or less deeply red. Two hours 
after their appearance they were no longer to be distinguished. The weather 
remained fine during the nth, 12th and 13th of June, with some cirrus clouds, and 
a south wind. 

On the morning of the 14th the sky was overcast, and at one o'clock the rain fell, 
the wind blowing from the west. It rained, with intermissions, for two and a half 
days, and the meteorological bulletins showed that the rain had been general. 

According to this there exist one or several atmospheric phenomena which show 
themselves about 91 hours in advance in the districts in which begins the gathering 
of heavy rains. We have not observed the phenomenon in the winter. 

M. F^ral concludes that he has made the discovery of an electro- 
magnetic phenomenon sui generis, which maybe regarded as a tran- 
sition between the polar aurora and the electrical discharge of a 
storm, and he enlarges upon the value of the discovery to the 
farmer and the cultivator. These persons, it is to be feared, will 
continue to prefer their own time-honoured science of the weather, 
when they read M. Feral's admission (on p. 12) that they cannot 
expect to see his phenomenon more than once a year. 

The New Geography. By Albert Perry Brigham. (Reprint), 8vo, 
1896. 
Prof. Brigham's paper considers the claim of the new geography 
to a place in the scheme of higher education. It offers, we are told, 
multiplied sources of intellectual satisfaction and ennobling means 
of recreation and culture, and it illumines historic and economic 
research at every turn. This is not too much to say, but Prof. 
Brigham finds, on comparing the catalogues of fifty American 
colleges and universities, that thirty-three of these documents 
afford no reason to suppose that geography receives systematic 
attention in their respective institutions. Of the remaining seven- 
teen Harvard and Chicago give the fullest measure of instruction 
and wholly of the most progressive type ; Yale has two courses in 
physical geography, Princeton two, Cornell one, and Michigan 
teaches the development of topography under geology. Physiog- 
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raphy is taught in Vassar, Hamilton, Rochester, Wesleyan, and 
North Carolina. Leiand Stanford, Jr., has a course in topographic 
geology, and Oberlin a course in quaternary geology. At Amherst 
the subject is briefly treated with historical geology and at Colgate 
seminary and field courses are given in the history of topography 
and in glacial geology. 

Prof. Brigham quotes with approval the statement that 

systematic study of topography is largely American, and for the reason that the 
broad object lessons of the Appalachians and of the West gave our scholars the 
opportunity and the stimulus to lead in such researches. 

The statement may or may not be correct, but the reason 
assigned for it will not bear examination. America is not the only 
country which offers broad object lessons in topography. 

Annuaire GMogigue et Min^ralogique de la Russie, re'dig^ par N. 
Krichtafovitch^i Vol. I, livr. I {premiere moitiS). 4to. Varsovie, 
1896. 

This is the French title of a publication in two languages (Rus- 
sian and French, or Russian and German), issued as an experiment 
by the editor, who resides at Novo-Alexandria (Government of 
Lublin) and has his printing done at Warsaw. 

The purpose of the Annuaire is to furnish a clear and concise 
account of every new work on the geology and mineralogy of 
Russia. The volume for 1896 will consist of about 480 pages, and 
the second section will be exclusively dedicated to the literature 
of 1895. Besides notices of 182 books and articles, the present 
number contains memoirs and original notes and news of scientific 
expeditions and journeys. 

The subscription to the Annuaire for 1896 (2 livraisons) is, for 
the countries of the Postal Union, 12 francs. 

Staten Island Names. Ye Olde Names and Nicknames. By William 
T. Davis, with Maps by Charles W. Leng. Published by the 
Natural Science Association, New Brighton, Staten Island, N. Y. 
Price Fifty Cents. The Standard Press : New Brighton, N. Y. , 
i8g6. Svo. 
The object of this publication is to record the once well-known 
names of Staten Island, now mostly forgotten. 

The list is not supposed to be complete, though the author has 
searched through many documents and has gathered information 
from the inhabitants in his rambles through the island. Even if 



